
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during June/July: 

Songleader: Dwight (29), Stanley 
(7/6), Larry (13), Dwight (20), 
Stanley (27) 

Reading: Stanley (June), Mike 
(July) 

Announcements: Larry (June), 
Stanley (July) 

Table: Mike, Marty, Stanley (June); 
Larry, Marty, Mike (July) 

 

Wednesday Lesson: Larry (25), Kris (7/2), 
Stanley (9) Kris (16), Larry (23), Stanley 
(30) …Larry and Kris swapped 6/25 and 
7/2 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Larry (29), 
Kris (7/6), Marty (13), Stanley (20), Larry 
(27) 

Area Meetings: 
Pleasant Valley (Athens), 7/6-10, Bill Hall;  
Truth Lectures, 7/14-17, Various speakers 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“Remember those who 
led you, who spoke the 
word of God to you; 
and considering the 
result of their conduct, 
imitate their 
faith,” 
 
— Hebrews 13:7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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Drawing Strength from 
the Courage of Others 

  

By Bill Hall 
 

How thankful we should be for 
wonderful examples of courage that 
spur us on to greater strength in the 
Lord’s service. 

Paul was just such an example: 
“And many of the brethren in the 
Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, 
are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear,” Phil 1:14. These 
brethren, formerly timid and reticent, 
were drawing strength from the 
courage of Paul. 

Other examples abound. 
Stephen’s plea, “Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge,” surely had for its 
source of strength the forgiving spirit 
of the Lord, Acts 7:60. The 
Thessalonian church found a source 
of strength in the example of the 
churches in Judea, 1 Thess 2:14. The 
Philippian church, a model of courage 
and conviction, could no doubt trace 
much of its strength back to the 
wonderful example of patience and 

equanimity demonstrated by Paul 
and Silas while in their midst. The 
Hebrew Christians were admonished 
to “remember them that had the rule 
over you, men that spake unto you 
the word of God; and considering the 
issue of their life, imitate their faith,” 
Heb 13:7. 

Christians of this generation are 
similarly drawing strength from the 
courage of others. Young men who 
refuse to miss services of the church 
to play on a ball team; young women 
who refuse to be seen in public in 
scanty attire; businessmen who 
would lose their jobs rather than 
compromise their convictions; 
women who continue to adorn 
themselves in “meek and quiet 
spirits” whatever the sophisticated 
world thinks or says of them; sick 
people who bear their afflictions with 
patience and faith; elderly people 
who continue to attend worship when 



they are hardly able to go anywhere 
else; dying people who demonstrate 
how Christians ought to die; all are 
sources of strength and courage for 
others as they face similar 
circumstances. These all share a 
common spirit with the great 
characters of the Bible: they see in 
their temptations, trials, afflictions, 
and persecutions a special 
opportunity to be like Christ, to 
demonstrate their fidelity to Him, and 
to provide a source of strength for 
those who might be weak and 

wavering around them. They seize the 
opportunity and stand, and all of us 
are stronger because of them. Of 
these courageous people this world 
truly is not worthy. 

Are we, however, to be always on 
the receiving end of the strength of 
others? As we draw strength from the 
courage of others, we must in turn 
become sources of strength and 
courage. Others look to us. Each of us 
has a “charge to keep,” a “God to 
glorify,” and a “present age to serve.” 
 

 
 

More Than You Think 
 

By Jason Longstreth 
 
 

At the end of the third chapter of 
Ephesians, as Paul is making his 
transition between the theological 
arguments that made up the first half 
of the book and the practical 
application that makes up the rest of 
the book, we have a very interesting 
and encouraging passage. It is 
interesting because it gives us 
something to think about. It is 
encouraging because it should 
strengthen our hope. Ephesians 3:20-
21 says, “Now to Him who is able to 
do far more abundantly beyond all 
that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works within us, to Him be 
the glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations forever and 
ever. Amen.” Let’s take a few minutes 
to examine this passage and what it 
teaches us. 

First, the most basic point made 
here is that God is all powerful. Too 
many times we place limitations upon 
God. Perhaps this is especially true 
when it comes to prayer. Do you really 
believe that God can do the things 
you ask Him to do? Then pray like you 
mean it! Paul says that God is able to 
do what we ask. In fact, he says God 
can do “far more abundantly beyond” 
what we ask. This is a super 
superlative. It is hard to put it into 
words. The King James Version says 
He can do “exceedingly abundantly 
above” what we ask. Therefore, there 
is no doubt that God can do what we 
ask—and more. 

But Paul did not stop there. He 
said that God can not only do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask, 
but also can do far more abundantly 

beyond all that we think! This really 
shows the power of God. Think about 
it. God is able to do more than you 
can possibly imagine. That is the 
omnipotent God. 

The next point that I would like to 
make is that God’s power is working 
in us. I do not understand all of the 
implications of this statement, but the 
Bible says it is true—“according to the 
power that works within us”. 

This is not the only time this kind 
of statement is made. In fact, at the 
beginning of Ephesians we read the 
following: “and what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power toward us who 
believe,” Eph 1:19. God uses His 
power for us. The same power that 
raised Christ from the dead, Eph 1:20. 
This should give us great confidence 
and encouragement. 

 When we think about God’s 
power working in us, we should rest 
assured that God will provide the 
things that we need. God will protect 
us. God will always be with us. “I will 
never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you,” Heb 13:5. He will give us 
the things we ask Him. “He who did 
not spare His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how will He not also 

with Him freely give us all things,” 
Rom 8:32? That is a good question. If 
God was willing to let His Son die for 
us, don’t you think He will give us the 
things we ask? The things we need? It 
doesn’t make much sense to give us 
His Son, and then abandon us. God 
won’t do that. His power still works in 
us.  

Finally, God is to be praised. 
When we think about the fact that 
God is all-powerful, when we think 
about His love and the fact that His 
power works in us, we should whole- 
heartedly agree with what Paul said 
next. “To Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. Amen.” 
Let us never take these things for 
granted, but always give thanks to 
God and praise Him for the things He 
has done for us—and continues to do 
for us. And not only give thanks, but 
live a life that shows we are thankful. 
Immediately after this passage, Paul 
says, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the 
Lord, implore you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you 
have been called,” Eph 4:1. May we all 
strive to walk worthily.  

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Please pray for Barbara; Betty; 
Carolyn; Deborah and Serenity; 
Hazel; Kathy M; Pam B, Julie, Kaylee 
and Violet; Mark Horton; Pam 
McNatt; and John, Sylvia, and Paige 

Pollard. Please also for Kris and 
Cindy’s friends, Dawn and Wes, Mina 
and Lorenzo—they are struggling 
with serious medical issues also.  


